SMITH, Hannah (C8653)

From: COPPINGER, Barry (C8513)

Sent: 17 June 2020 12:01

To: LEWIS, Richard (p2688)

Subject: FW: PRESS RELEASE: Alex Cunningham MP expresses concerns over damning Holme

House Prison report

Fyi
Regards
Barry

From:
Sent: 16 June 2020 18:19
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Alex Cunningham MP expresses concerns over damning Holme House Prison report

***Embargoed until Midnight Tuesday***

Good Evening,

Please see below press release from Alex Cunningham MP regarding the report due to be published
17/06/2020 on Holme House prison.

Alex Cunningham MP expresses concerns over damning Holme House Prison report

The Home Secretary needs to act and ensure that Stockton Holme House prison gets the support it needs to
respond to a damning report by inspectors who found a catalogue of problems when they held an unannounced
inspection earlier this year.

And Stockton North MP Alex Cunningham has written to her demanding that she puts in the necessary leadership to
address the failure to fully implement recommendations, on everything from safety of staff and prisoners and
escalating violence to education and rehabilitation.

The inspection is measured over four ‘healthy prison areas’ — safety, respect, purposeful activity, and rehabilitation
and release planning. Of these, three areas have remained at the same ‘not sufficiently good’ level since the last
inspection. These are safety, respect, and rehabilitation and release ptanning. The final area, purposeful activity, has
slipped from being rated ‘reasonably good’ in 2017 to ‘not sufficiently good’.

At the last inspection in July 2017, 62 recommendations were made. As of the latest inspection, just 24 of those
have been achieved, a further 8 partially achieved and 29 remain unachieved. One was determined to be no longer
relevant.

One in five prisoners reported feeling unsafe at the prison. The levels of overall violence were found to be a similar
level to comparative prisons but there has been a sharp increase in assaults against staff and inspectors found little
evidence of a strategic plan to address this. Three prisoners had killed themselves since the last inspection and



incidences of self-harm had more than doubled. The quality of assessment of those prisoners at risk of self-harm and
suicide varied greatly.

Time out of cells was also found to be insufficient for a category C prison and while recreational facilities were good
and well equipped, there remain problems with access. Many cells are not currently fit for purpose, with broken
furniture and overcrowding remaining an issue.

Alex says:

“I'm extremely concerned to read this damning report which shows many failings inside Holme House — |
know the prison staff have tried to do their best in the most difficult of circumstances.

“But is clear from reading the report that there are management failings across the prison but that goes all
the way back to the Home Office which has failed to ensure that the prison has made the progress it should
have.

“In my letter to the Home Secretary | will be highlighting the fact that the number of prisoners has doubled
in the lasts 28 years since it opened yet there are now fewer prison officers than in 1992.

“I will also be questioning the Home Office approach to training, education and health care. The
Department's own research shows that these are the things that enable rehabilitation and a second chance
and prevent reoffending. That clearly isn't happening when a third of prisoners simply aren't able to get to
workshops or training because they've been locked up all day.

“Offenders, 80% of whom have drug or other problems at this prison, need to get treatment
and training and are extremely vulnerable to reoffending. Presumably almost all of the
offenders at a prison like this will either have had a pretty short sentence or be near the end
of a longer sentence. It is a risk to the public if prisoners like this aren't getting the support
they need to have a second chance.

“This report has laid out many recommendations across the key areas and | hope to see
these implemented swiftly and appropriately. It is vital the Home Secretary prison tackles
the prison’s issues with rehabilitation which is essential to keeping reoffending rates low.”

ENDS

UK Parliament Disclaimer: this e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have received it in
error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. Any unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying
is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage
caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. This e-mail address is not secure, is not encrypted and
should not be used for sensitive data.

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com




